Michigan’s* Fish and Chips’ Project
Michigan commercialy harvestsabout 15 million poundsof fish
from the Great L akes annually, generating more than 7 million
pounds of fish processing waste. Not only do fish processors
havefew waste disposal aternatives, Michigan’swood mill owners
a so have limited marketsfor their wood processing waste. To
addressthis problem, apilot program using commercial fish and
lumber mill wastesto produce ahigh-grade marketable compost
product has begunin Michigan’'s Eastern Upper Peninsula(UP).

Through a$50,000 Regional Pollution Prevention grant from the
Clean Michigan Initiative Bond Fund, Northern Initiatives, an
economic development company located in Marquette, M1,
recently began apilot composting project known as“Fish and
Chips.” The project hasincorporated 15,000 pounds of fish
waste and 25 cubic yards of sawmill wastein the construction of
apilot compost pile. Northern Initiativeswill also provide
information on compost marketsto the commercial fishing
industry, devel op materials and conduct workshops on how best
to manage composting operations, and shareinformation on
possible contamination level sthat might result from the pil ot
composting operation.

If the*Fish and Chips’ pilot project issuccessful, alarge portion
of Michigan’swood and fish waste streams currently being land
filled or land-applied could be recycledinto various compost and
planting mix products.

GLRPPR

One E. Hazelwood Drive
Champaign, IL 61820
www.glrppr.org

MBP3 2001 Annual Report

The Michigan Business Pollution Prevention Partnership
(MBP3) has completed another successful year with the
publication of the partnership’sannual report. The 137
memberswho had goal s during 2001 made 45 distinct
material/process substitutions, incorporated extensive changes
in behavior regarding environmentally preferable products,
made considerable progresswithin water and energy
conservation programs, and reported recycling over 8,822
tons of cardboard. Of those reporting, 90 percent used waste
reduction techniques, 35 percent made material substitutions,
45 percent made energy and water conservation changes, 75
percent recycled, 30 percent are reusing materials, and nearly
95 percent reached the goalsthey had set. Several highlights
within the report include asummary of the latest MBP3
workshop, successful waste reduction programsby partners,
recycling and reuse options, and other innovative pollution
prevention ideas. Thisyear’sreport can be viewed at the

MBP3 web site:
www.deqg.state.mi.us/documents/deg-ead-p2-mbp3-

mbp3ar2001. pdf

To learn more about the advantages of pollution prevention
and the benefits of joining the partnership, pleasevisit the
MBP3 web site at

www.michigan.gov/deq, (under “ Pollution Prevention™), or
call 517-241-5719.

www.glrppr.org
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GL RPPR Summer Conference 2002 Recap

The Summer 2002 Great L akes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable Conference was held
August 26-28 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The conference proceedingsincluded a GLRPPR
Steering Committee meeting and aL ocal Government/Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
training session, organized by J. Bruce Suits of the City of Cincinnati Office of Environmental
Management. Two new Steering Committee members, Geoff Bristow of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection and Tim McDaniel of International Truck & Engine
Corporation, werein attendance. Bristow is GLRPPR’sfirst Steering Committee representative
from Pennsylvania, and McDaniel joinsthe Committee asan industry representative.

Brad Cumming of Environment Canada provided opening remarksfor the conference. Each state

and province provided an update on pollution prevention activities. Phil Kaplan presented an

overview of recent activitiestaking placewithin U.S. EPA Region 5, Hugh McAlear gave aregional

DOD update, and Paul Matthai of the U.S. EPA provided an update on national P2 activities.
Bryan Young, General Manager of the Toronto Renewabl e Energy Cooperative, provided awell-
received plenary presentation on WindShare and the Waterfront Windmill Project asavehiclefor
direct community investment in renewabl e energy.

Breakout sessions covered topics of concern to the Great L akes Region. Topicsincluded:
» P2 and Mercury  Regulatory Integration
» P2 Tools and Techniques e P2 and Local Government
* QOutreach and Information P2 Technologies and Techniques
 Environmentally Preferable Purchasing

Tours of the Royal York Hotel and the Daimler Chrysler Bramal ea Plant gave conference

participants opportunitiesto see“ real-world” examplesof pollution prevention programsfirst-hand.

A dinner cruise of the Toronto Harbor provided an opportunity for networking and arelaxing
chanceto enjoy Toronto’s skyline. Thanksto Lori Fryzuk, Brad Cumming, and Al Ermacora of

Environment Canada, aswell as Sue McKinley, ChrisWolnik, LindaVarangu, and TaniaDel Matto

of the Canadian Center for Pollution Prevention for all of their work in planning and coordination
for the conference. Presentations from the conference are posted at
http://www.glrppr.org/toronto2002.

L INK Distributed in Electronic Format Only

Thisedition of LINK will bethefinal edition distributed in both paper and electronic
formats; subsequent editions will be provided in electronic format only and available
for downloading and printing from the GLRPPR web site at
http://www.glrppr.org/newsletter. When LINK isreleased, an email message will be
sent to the GL RPPR membership listserv announcing itsavailability and providing a

link to the current edition. Thischange was approved by the GLRPPR Steering
Committee, and is seen as an important effort to save natural resources. If you are not a
GLRPPR member but have been receiving print copiesof LINK for your library or
other organization, contact Joy Scrogum at 217-333-8948 or jscrogum@wmrc.uiuc.edu
to ensure your email notification when subsequent editions are released. GLRPPR staff
memberswill prepare an analysis of the paper and funds saved by this effort.
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Thisedition of LINK featuresupdates and case studies of
mer cury thermometer take back and exchange programs
conducted within the Great L akesregion. These programs can help
educate the public about the risks associated with mercury exposure
whileremoving substantial quantities of thispersistent, bioaccumulative
toxin from the homesin your community. For more information on
conducting an exchange program, consult the Health Care Without
Harm Going Green resourceKkit for pollution prevention in hospitals
(http://Mmww.noharm.org/index.cfm?page 1D=29). Section 2-5 of this
kit (How to Plan and Hold a Mercury Fever Thermometer Exchange)
servesasaguideto planning, funding and publicizing thermometer
exchange events. Specific information on how to dispose of the
mercury you collect should be obtained from your state or provincial
environmental protection agency. For further information onthe
health effects of mercury and thermometer exchange and take back
programs, seethefollowing web sites:

L
ERIE COUNTY'S ™
Slercary
Thae rosomaefer
Fac hang e

Display from amercury thermometer exchange
event held in Erie County, New York. Photo
courtesy of Mary Rossi, Erie County
Department of Environment & Planning.

» Hospitalsfor aHealthy Environment: Mercury,
http://www.h2e-online.org/tool s/mercury.htm

* GLRPPR Mercury—Health Care Topic Hub,
http://www.glrppr.org/hubs/toc.cfm?hub=502& subsec=7& nav=7
* NEWMOA Mercury—Thermometers Topic Hub,
http://www.newmoa.org/prevention/topichubtoc.cfm?hub=36& subsec=7& nav=7

Greenlllinois& |EPA Host Hg Thermometer Exchanges

Accordingtothe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the amount of mercury (Hg) inatypical Hg thermometer (0.7
grams) is enough to contaminate all the fishin alake with a20-acre surface area. If aHg thermometer breaks and is not
cleaned up properly, the spill can create a potential risk of dangerous exposure to mercury vapor. Mercury affectsthe
brain, spinal cord, kidneysand liver, and impairsthe ability to feel, see, taste and move. Symptoms of severe short-term
exposure are numbness around the mouth, tunnel vision, tingling fingersand toes. Long-term, high-level exposureto
mercury can cause neurological and kidney damage, vision problems, behavior abnormalitiesand coma. The most
likely form of Hg exposureisfrom eating fish contaminated with methyl mercury. Mercury staysin the environment for
along time. Small organismsabsorb it from water and sediment; smaller fish then eat these organisms. Larger fish eat
the smaller fish and methyl mercury isthus accumul ated up thefood chain.

In an effort to reduce the amount of mercury found commonly in Illinois households, Governor Ryan’s Green Government
Coordinating Council (part of the Green Illinoisprogram), is supporting aseries of Hg thermometer exchanges at
executive state agenciesthroughout the state. Employeesareinvited to bringintheir Hg thermometersin exchangefor a
non-mercury replacement thermometer. The replacement thermometers contain asubstance called Galinstan, aspecial
blend of Gallium, Indium and Tin. Galinstan isnon-toxic and safefor the user and the environment.

Thefirst exchangewas held at the llinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) headquartersin Springfield on Earth
Day, April 22, 2002. |EPA Director Renee Cipriano, along with over 100 employees of the agency, traded in their
thermometerswhile Director Cipriano held a press conference on the dangers of mercury and the exchanges planned.
Other exchanges have also been held at the James R. Thompson Center in Chicago, the DesPlaines CM S Regional
Office, the Collinsville Regiona Office, and the Departments of Public Aid and Lottery in Springfield. To date over
250 Hg thermometers have been collected. Future exchanges are planned to be held at the Marion CM S Regional Office
building and the Department of Agriculturein Springfield.

| EPA also partnered with St. John’s Hospital to sponsor acitywide exchangein Springfield, IL. St. John’s supplied the
replacement thermometers and |EPA will dispose of the mercury collected. Over 1300 thermometers were collected
during thisexchange. Intotal, IEPA and Green Illinois have collected over 108.5 grams of mercury. For more
information on Hg thermometer collections or the hazards of mercury, contact the | EPA Office of Pollution Prevention at
217-782-8700. For more information on Green Illinois, see http://www.epa.state.il.us/green-illinois/.
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Exchangesin Erie County, New York

The Erie County Department of Environment & Planning, Division of Environmental Compliance Services, implemented
itsMercury Pollution Prevention Education Programin 1997. A Community Thermometer Exchange component was
added to the program to enhance the coll ection opportunities avail able to the community. A regulatory investigation was
thefirst order of business. For each thermometer exchange, aworkplan wasfiled with the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation (NY SDEC). Therequirementsfor holding athermometer exchangefall under the
household hazardous waste regulationsfor New York State. To comply with transportation and storage guidelines, the
majority of thermometer exchanges were scheduled one day prior to aHousehold Hazardous Waste Col | ection event.

All participantswere required to certify the thermometers exchanged were househol d generated.

Venuesfor thethermometer exchangesincluded: community events, environmental recognition happenings such asEarth
Day and Pollution Prevention Week, the County office building, the NY SDEC Region 9 office, scout troop meetingsand
hospitals. Participants surrendering amercury thermometer received amercury-free replacement thermometer. A total of
1,873 mercury thermometers were collected.

Thethermometer exchanges provide aval uabl e service to the community and are also an opportunity to increase public
awareness of mercury pollution. A mercury household product display and poster presentation are used at all exchanges
and present the Abigger picturel with regardsto mercury pollution, the presence of mercury inthe home, and how to
properly dispose of mercury.

Thethermometer exchanges are a so used to promote the mercury component of Erie County-s Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Program. All typesof mercury thermometers are accepted along with elemental mercury, mercury-
containing devices and mercury-based compounds. The Household Hazardous Waste coll ections offer apermanent
mechanism for not only collecting mercury thermometers, but al so exchanging them. To simplify the process at events
that often attract over 1,000 participants and avariety of hazardous waste, residents receive amercury-free thermometer
for any type of mercury product surrendered. Mercury thermometers collected at Household Hazardous Waste events
total 544.

For more information, contact Mary Rossi at (716) 858-7583 or rossim@erie.gov.

Successful Exchangesin Genesee Co., Michigan

In October 2001, the Genesee County Househol d Hazardous Waste Consortium conducted amercury thermometer
exchangein conjunction with aHousehold Hazardous Waste Collection Day. Onethousand digital thermometerswere
purchased from a partnership between the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality and the Michigan Hospital
Association Health Care Without Harm program. The Genesee County Health Department Environmental Health

Services Division, General Motors UAW Local 599 and alocal Rotary Club provided funding for these thermometers.
Event organizersactually ran out of digital thermometersto

exchange, having collected 1003 mercury-containing
thermometersfrom the public.

The Fine Print
LINK isafree quarterly publication of the Great
Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable. For
subscription information, please contact the editor or
seeour website at www.glr ppr.org.

Thisevent was so successful that the Consortium has
applied for and been approved for funding to host another
exchangein conjunction with the Household Hazardous

Waste Collection Day scheduled to take place in October GLRPPR LINK Edit
2002. Another 1000 digital thermometerswill be Executive Director v Seroaum
Deb Jacobson Y Scrogum

purchased, with funds provided by the county health
department Environmental Health Services Division, UAW
Local 599 and UAW Local Region 1C. For more
information on these exchanges, contact the Genesee
County Health Department Environmental Health Division
at 810-257-3603.

One E. Hazelwood Dr.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-333-8948 (phone)
217-333-8944 (fax)

jscrogum@wmrc.uiuc.edu

1010 Jorie Blvd., Suite 12
Oakbrook, IL 60523
630-472-5019 (phone)
630-472-5023 (fax)
djacobso@wmrc.uiuc.edu

Page 3



LINK Newsletter Fall2002 Hg Thermometer Take Back & Exchange Programs

“Mercury Fever” SpreadsAcrossMichigan

Thousands of Michigan citizensare seizing the opportunity to exchange old mercury fever thermometersfor new
mercury-freedigital devices. Thishighly popular and successful programiscalled “ Catch the Fever” Michigan
Mercury Thermometer Exchange Program (MMTEP). To date, over 29,000 Hg thermometers have been collected at 44
separate “ Catch the Fever” events. In addition to thermometers, citizens have also dropped off jars of liquid elemental
Hg, Hg switches, thermostats, relays, manometers, barometers, and other mercury-containing devices.

TheMichigan Association for Local Public Health (MALPH), www.mal ph.org, in conjunction with the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), administers” Catchthe Fever.” Itisfunded by agrant fromtheU.S.
EPA Great L akes Nationa Program Office (GLNPO) with additional funding fromthe MDEQ. Anyoneiseligibleto
participate in the program and become a sponsor of alocal exchange event after filling out atwo-page application and
filingitwiththe MALPH.

Event sponsors purchase — often with business or corporate donations - digital thermometersat alarge quantity
discounted price. For each thermometer purchased, they receive asecond digital thermometer free. Sponsorsthen host
collection/distribution siteswhere the public, schools, small businesses, and institutions can drop off Hg thermometers
and exchange them for mercury-free digital devicesat no cost. The program al so encourages sponsorsto distribute
educational materialsto the public on the dangers of mercury. Sponsors are responsiblefor the proper handling,
storage, and disposal of all Hg thermometers and devicesturned in at their host site. Usually the mercury-containing
items are taken to one of Michigan’s 16 Groundwater Stewardship Clean Sweep sites. Therethe mercury is
consolidated and sent for recovery/recycling.

Todate, 15 local/city governments, 14 hospitals, seven county health departments, five corporations, and three
environmental groups have become local sponsors. For more information about “ Catch the Fever,” contact Steve
Kratzer, MDEQ, at 517-373-0939 or kratzers@michigan.gov.

Hg Thermometer TakeBack Pilot Launched in Ontario

Environment Canadahasinitiated stepstowards safely removing an estimated three tons of mercury currently inthe
nation’smedicine cabinets. Launched by Canada’s Minister of the Environment, David Anderson in February 2002, the
month long pilot project collected 1500 mercury fever thermometers. With the help of the Canadian A ssociation of
Chain Drug Stores (CACDS), over 100 pharmaciesincluding Shopper’s Drug Mart, Pharma-Plus, Rexall, Medicine
Shoppe, Medi-Plus, Wal-Mart and 15 independent pharmacies participated in the Take Back pilot project. Chosen for
their progressive environmental policies, the pilot cities of London, Ottawaand Thunder Bay all benefited from the
reduction of each city’stoxic metal burden aswell asitscitizens' increased awareness of the hazards to human health
and the environment associated with mercury.

The success of the project waslargely attributed to establishing partnerships with the pharmaceutical retailing industry.
Environment Canada provided amercury spill kit, with instructional and promotional materialsto each participating
pharmacy in addition to coordinating the convenient pickup and recycling of the mercury thermometers as hazardous
waste. Media coverage included several local newspapers and radio stations. In London, asaresult of local TV news
coverage mentioning Shoppers Drug Mart as one of the participating pharmacies, 75% of all the mercury thermometers
collected were collected by Shoppers Drug Mart stores.

Environment Canada sponsored a post-event survey that showed that 82% to 93% of the pharmaciesin the three pilot
citieswere enthusiastic about afull-scale national mercury fever thermometer take back program. In addition, anational
survey of 2014 Canadians, on their attitudestoward mercury fever thermometers, found that there are about 2.8 million
mercury fever thermometersin Canadian households and about 11% of these (or 300,000 thermometers) are broken
every fiveyears. When asked how individuals dealt with broken mercury thermometers, 57% said that they disposed of
the broken thermometers by either placing the contents down the drain or in the garbage can. Only 12% of the
respondents disposed of broken thermometers as hazardous waste. With lessonslearned in this pilot, Environment
Canadais now exploring thefeasibility of developing anation-wide take back program.
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Indiana: M ercury Reduction Efforts& New Mercury Law

For thethird year, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) has continued to partner with corporations
such as Cinergy and Eli Lilly, and with the local solid waste management districtsto hold mercury fever thermometer exchanges
throughout the state. New ideasfor collecting mercury are being tried, including holding exchanges at childcarefacilitiesto catch
parents asthey drop children off, utility officesfor citizensasthey pay their bills, county fairs, health fairs, hospitals, and more.
So far thisyear, more than 1,700 mercury fever thermometers have been collected totaling over 8,500 thermometers and more
than 170 pounds of elemental mercury collected since 2000.

Besides Hg thermometer exchanges, IDEM has al so created an agency-wide mercury websiteto provide all the mercury
information for Indianain onelocation. Thewebsite, www.in.gov/idem/mercury, includes mercury dataon air, water, waste
disposal, and more. It pullstogether IDEM mercury exposure reduction initiativesincluding the Mercury Awareness Program,
the Mercury Thermostat Reduction and Recycling Pledge Program, the Mercury Reduction and Recycling for SchoolsPledge
Program, the Mercury in Hospitals Program, and IDEM’ s newest initiative, the Dental Mercury Pledge Program.

IDEM coordinated with the Indiana State Department of Health and the Poison Control Center to determine the distinct roles of
each agency when mercury spillsoccur. A guidance document was also created to assist with the cleanup of small household
mercury spills. Thisdocument isavailable on the web at www.in.gov/idem/mercury. Small mercury spillsareacommon
occurrence, and this document has generated callsfrom citizenswho have broken thermometers from states asfar away as
Cdlifornia. IDEM’sOffice of Pollution Prevention and Technical Assistance hasreceived morethan 200 callson mercury-
related issuesalone.

Also, one of Indiana'sfirst lawsto limit the sale of mercury was recently adopted. Thislaw, HEA 1901 Mercury and Mercury
Products Law, restrictsthe sale of mercury-added novelties, thermometers, mercury compounds, and equipment for usein
school laboratories, and the general sale of mercury-containing commaodities. Thislaw requiresthat Hg thermometers be sold by
alicensed practitioner of medicine. Mercury fever thermometers must also be kept behind the pharmacist’s counter and cannot
be displayed in the aisleswith digital thermometers. Thislaw goesinto effect July 2003. For more information on thislaw, see
www.in.gov/idem/mercury.

Waukesha Co., Wl Worksto Collect, RecycleHg

Waukesha County, Wisconsin has begun aMercury Collection Program with the help of agrant received from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. The program offersthe community away to safely recycle mercury-containing products at
several hazardouswaste collection sites and through numerous pharmaci es acting as mercury thermometer collection sites.
Residents can take their productsto one of the three househol d hazardous waste collection siteslisted below or to any of the
special one-day collection eventsin the county.
* In Waukesha: City Incinerator Building, 900 Sentry Drive, 2" & 4™ Saturday of the month, 8am - 4pm and every 3
Wednesday from 11am — 7pm (May through October, except holidays).
* In Muskego: Jensen Environmental Management, W144 S6347 College Court, every Saturday (except holiday
weekends) from 8am to 12 noon.
* In Menomonee Falls: Onyx Environmental Services, W124 N9451 Boundary Road, every Monday & Wednesday,
11 am — 6 pm, every Saturday, 8 am — 2 pm (except holidays)
The public may also drop off their mercury thermometers at any Wal-Mart pharmacy in the county and receive a discount on a
digital replacement. The collection at Wal-Mart runsthrough September 30, 2002. Lake County pharmacy in Oconomowoc is
holding athermometer collection until December 31, 2002. A previous collectionwasheld at all Walgreen's pharmaciesin
Waukesha County, and Drug Emporium on Blue Mound Rd. in Brookfield. Walgreen’s and Drug Emporium collected 315 ther-
mometers, 4 thermostats and 4 oz of elemental mercury.

The county is also working to eliminate mercury from schools and businesses. With the help of Jane Schnieder and the science
faculty, Waukesha South High School has recently disposed of all its mercury science equipment. About 120 Hg lab
thermometers (most broken), two Hg barometers, and approximately five pounds of elemental Hg were safely removed from
South and recycled at no charge to the school. Additional programsarein placeto help HVAC contractorsrecycle mercury
thermostats and provide amalgam recycling for dentists. Disposal isfreeto residentsand schools. Businesses pay asmall
disposal fee. Pre-registrationisrequired for schools, dentists, medical clinics, and businesses. To pre-register, cal
262-896-8327, or register online at www.waukeshacounty.gov/recycling. Househol ds need not pre-register. To date, the county
has collected atotal of 84 Ibs. of mercury.

For moreinformation on these programs and updated collection statistics, call 262-896-8327.
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Superior (WI) SwapsMercury

Over the past two years, the City of Superior has conducted mercury (Hg) thermometer exchangesthroughout northern
Wisconsin. A grant from the Wisconsin DNR has provided funding for purchasing replacement digital thermometers.
Thecity began itsefforts by advertising an on-going Hg thermometer exchange at its Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Along with thermometers, any other mercury-containing item (excluding fluorescent bulbs) isaccepted. Participantsare
rewarded with anew digital thermometer. Other on-going exchange programs occur at the Douglas County Courthouse
and the Superior City Hall. Advertisementsfor these eventsranged from adsin the local newspaper, to posters hung on
bulletin boards, and flyers sent home in Douglas County employee paychecks.

Superior also incorporates thermometer exchangesinto its Mercury-Free school s program by encouraging the
classroomsto host their own community thermometer exchanges. One exchange at aschool in Phillips, W1 collected a
small jar of mercury from astudent’s basement! Exchanges have been held at the East Junior High School parent-
teacher conferences and during a Science Fair at Cooper Elementary. When afifth-grade class from Pattison
Elementary School hosted an exchange at alocal K-mart, 445 Hg thermometers were collected in one day.

Another very successful exchange was held during the Superior Health Fair at thelocal mall. Injust five hours, staff
collected 411 Hg thermometers, ajar of bulk Hg, an old Hg maze toy, 11 thermostats, afew Hg switches, and one blood
pressure monitor. The success of this health fair was probably due to advertising; in addition to ablurb included on all
Health Fair advertisements, a short interview on the exchange was featured on alocal radio station. This piece was
replayed many times on threelocal radio stationsthe day of the exchange.

A partnership with the Superior Housing Authority resulted in athermometer exchange at thelocal bank where most
residents go to pay their monthly rent. By advertising the exchangein the SHA newsletter and timing the event closeto
rent due dates, success was ensured. Also, acall to alocal HeadStart Center led to successful thermometer exchanges
at 10 Douglas County Family Forum centers. Advertising for these exchanges was posted at each center, and noteswere
sent home with the kidsthemselves.

Overall, the City of Superior Wastewater Treatment Plant has collected 3,543 Hg thermometers, and hundreds of other
assorted mercury-containing items.

By-Product Beneficial Use Summit Held

In partnership with the National Council for Air & Stream
Improvement, Inc., U.S. EPA Region 5 hosted thefirst ever
Midwest Industrial By-Products Beneficial Use Summitin
Chicagoin August 2002. The purpose of the summit wasto
support discussions between industry and regul atorsto increase
the understanding of industrial by-productsand regulatory
programs. Theagendaincluded presentationsfrom
representatives of the paper, foundry and utility industries, as
well asthe states of Wisconsin, Indiana, Minnesota and
Pennsylvania. Inaddition, facilitated discussions were held
addressing challenges, barriers and opportunitiesto increase the
diversion of industrial by-products from disposal and
incineration into value added applications. Approximately 120
industry and agency representatives attended, and surveys
revealed that the program was well received. Dedicated
industry and agency breakout sessionswere held on the second
day of the Summit to discuss beneficial use programsand
initiatives separately. For moreinformation on the Summit,
contact Paul Ruesch at 312-886-7598 or Susan Mooney at
312-353-4788.

M ercury-containing thermostats
and thermometers collected by
the City of Superior, Wisconsin.
Photo courtesy of Melinda
Granley, City of Superior
Wastewater Treatment Plant.
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CMTI BecomesEM S L ocal Resource Center

The EPA Office of Water has sel ected the I ndiana Clean M anufacturing Technology and Safe Materials Institute (CMTI)
at Purdue University and seven other organizations around the country to become Environmental Management Systems
(EMS) Local Resource Centers. These centerswill assist local governments with improving their overall environmental
performance. EMS, used extensively in private industry, are now being adopted by agrowing number of government
organizations. EM S provide organizationswith astructured processfor identifying and then reducing abroad range of
environmental impactsfrom their operationsand in meeting key environmental goals.

In Indiana, CMTI will start by working with municipal wastewater treatment facilities, seeking participants of different
sizesinvariouslocations of the state. CMTI will help them systematically assess and reduce the impact of their
activities, and, by doing so hopesto move them beyond compliance to the next level. It isalso hoped that thiswill
generate interest in the benefits of EM Sin other departments aswell ascommunities. To help withthiseffort CMTI is
seeking partnershipswith the IndianaA ssociation of Citiesand Towns, The IndianaWater Pollution Control
Association, the northern I ndiana Operators A ssoci ation and other entities.

CMTI aso intendsto post success stories from municipalities that have implemented an EM Sfor their wastewater
treatment plantsonitswebsite at www.ecn.purdue.edu/CMTI. Any technical assistance organization having success
stories or resources it iswilling to share can contact Ann Piechota at (765) 463-4749 or apiechot@ecn.purdue.edu.

Michigan Recognizes Schools During P2 Week

In celebration of the National Pollution Prevention (P2) Week (September 16-22, 2002), the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) isrecognizing schoolsfor undertaking two environmentally friendly activitiesthat were
initiated in April and May 2002 and are continuing through P2 Week.

TheBright | dea: Starting during Earth Week, the MDEQ began asmall pilot project in one Michigan county
encouraging students and parentsto replace energy-intensive incandescent light bulbswith more energy efficient
compact fluorescent bulbsin their households and schools. Through cooperation with manufacturers of compact
fluorescents, a coupon was made available at the MDEQ “ P2 Week - Bright Idea’ website to offset theinitia cost for
future savings. Theresults of the one-month pilot project were stunning - by substituting over 150 compact fluorescent
bulbs, students and their families effectively reduced Michigan coal consumption over thelife of the bulbs by morethan
38tons! The project continuesto be promoted on Michigan’s P2 Week website.

Mer cury Phase Out: The newsmediain Michigan continuesto report on costly mercury spillsat Michigan schools,
despite passage in 2000 of Public Act 376, which requires the state’s public and private K-12 schools to phase out
mercury usein classrooms and health (nurse’s) offices by December 31, 2004. To encourage the removal of mercury
before the 2004 deadline, the MDEQ launched aMercury Phase-out Project during Michigan week in May 2002. An
introductory letter, aMercury Phase-Out form, and aMercury CD were mailed to over 500 school superintendents and
over 1,100 school libraries. Schoolsreturning the Mercury Phase-Out form indicating that items containing mercury
have been properly eliminated are being recognized on the MDEQ website during P2 Week. Over 90 schoolsand
school districts have responded to date, far exceeding response estimates. An unexpected outcome of the project has
been the number of school s requesting additional assistance with removal of other hazardous materialsfrom their
laboratories and maintenance facilities.

More on these two projects, as well as a downloadable “ P2 Week Planner” are available at Michigan’s P2 Week
Website, www.michigan.gov/deq, select “ Pollution Prevention, then “Initiativesfor Government,” and finally “ P2
Week,” or call Sharon Goble at 517-241-8280.

Remember, Pollution Prevention (P2) Week is September 16 — 22, 2002.
For more information on P2 Week, see the National Pollution Prevention

Roundtable (NPPR) website at http://www.p2.or g/p2week/index.cfm.
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